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I 

T  O 

WILLIAM  HEBER.DEN,  MA 
Col.  Med.  Lond.  and  F.  R.  S. 

SIR, 

THE  Author ,  alfho’  he  has 
not  the  happinefs  to  be  of 
your  acquaintance,  yet  he  begs 
leave  to  infcribe  to  you,  this 
fmall  treatife  on  the  Nettle-rajh$ 
in  teftimony  of  his  great  refpedf* 
for  your  knowledge,  and  abili¬ 
ties  in  your  profeffion; 

I  am  Sir , 

with  due  refpeSf , 

and  high  efteeMj 

your  obedient  Servant , 

Hhe  Author. 
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THE 

INTRODUCT  ION. 

5^SesOC  H  E  Pathology  of  cutaneous  difeafes,  for 

'p  ^ 

want  of  fufficient  data ,  is  in  general  obfcure ; 
their  nature,  and  proximate  caufe,  as  yet  are 
not  altogether  known  ;  hence  the  method  of  cure  is 
neither  regular,  nor  uniform ;  nor  depends  on  any 
fixed  principles.  To  fupply  thefe  defers,  would  re¬ 
quire  greater  abilities  than  I  am  at  prefent  poifeft  of. 

Had  not  the  ingenious  Dr.  Heherden  #  given  us 
only  a  palliative  cure,  for  the  NETTLE-RASH  j 
which  appears  to  me  to  have  been  publilhed  with  a  view 
of  inviting  others,  that  might  be  in  polfefiion  of  a  ra¬ 
dical  Cure,  to  communicate  it  ;  I  fliould  not 
have  thought  of  obtruding  my  opinion  on  the  Public  j 

*  Medical  Tranfa&ions  by  the  College  of  Phyficians  London^ 
VqL  2d,  p.  173, 

A  2 


but 
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but  having  undertaken  the  talk,  i'ome  remarks  on  cu¬ 
taneous  difeafes  in  general,  however  en  paffant ,  I  fcru- 
ple  not  to  hazard* 

In  the  Phyfiology  I  fhall,  fo  far  as  I  can,  follow 
piy  learned  mafter  and  generous  friend  Dr.  Cullen , 
and  the  accurate  Dr.  Heberden .  As  to  the  practical 
part,  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  handing  the  tell  of  ages,  be- 

i 

ing  the  refult  of  above  30  Years  experience  by  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  alfo  confirm’d  by  my  own  practice. 

As  many  of  the  difeafes  I  have  treated  of  are  not  a 
little  intricate  and  obfcure ;  this  it  is  hop’d  will  incline 
the  more  learned  in  the  profeflion,  to  overlook  with 
Candour  the  defeats  which  may  be  found  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervations,  However,  if  with  all  their  imperfec¬ 
tions,  they  jxmvey  to  the  younger  Phyfician,  a  more 
diftind  idea  of  cutaneous  diforders,  or  in  any  cafe,  di- 
red  him  more  happily  in  the  cure  ;  I  fhall  have  my  ain\ 
fulfilled* 

— — - — Fungor  Vice  Cot  is ,  Acutuni 
lleddere  quae  ferruni  valet ,  exors  ipfa  fecttnd'u 


T  Ii  E 

CL  -L.. 
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THE 


D  E  F  I  N  I  T  I  0  N. 


H  E  Effera  is  defined  by  Sauvages  *  “  Eruptia 


ut  plurimum  apyreta,  fuberyfipelatofa,  fubito  acce* 
^  dens  per  vices  et  recedens  55 

Urticata  Vogclii  definitiones  Generum  morbo* 
u  rum.  Synochos  quotidiana  continua  mitior,  tuber- 
cula  pundturis  urticarum  fimilia,  rubra,  prominentia^ 
fugacia 

Vogel  has  alfo  under  the  Clafs  of  Tumours  Urticaria 
which  he  defines  cc  Tubercula  punchiris  urticarum  fU 
milia,  rubra,  prurientia,  fugacia,  acuta 
Uredo,  Linnai  Genera  morboruin  definita.  Su- 
damina  ingequalia,  ruberrima,  dilatabilia,  pruriginofa, 
fugacia,  recidivantia,  furfuraceo  evanefcentia. 

Urticaria,  Cel.  Cullen ,  Clafs  i.  Pyrexige,  ordo.  III. 
Exanthemata  G.  ji.  defines  it,  Febris  amphemerina 
contagiofa. 

Die  fecundo  rubores  maculofi,  urticarum  punQiuras 


*  Nofol.  Sauvag. 


referentes, 
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referentes,  inter diu  fere  evanefcentes,  vefpere  cum  fe« 
bre  redeuntes,  et  poft  paucos  dies  in  fquamulas  minu- 
tiffimas  penitus  abeuntes. 

Purpura  urticata,  Junker . 

Effere,  C leghorn’ s  difeafes  of  Minorca . 

Effere,  Sacre  Rul, 

Volatic  Itch,  Fallopius . 

A  certain  Itch,  Turner’s  Treatife  of  difeafes  of  the 
Skin. 

Effera,  Sare,  Senart.  pract.  lib,  v.  cap.  26. 

Eft  et  alia  hujusce  morbi  fpecies,  Sydenham ,  de 
Febr.  eryfipelat.  p.  279. 

Effera,  or  Nettle-rafh,  Fie  her  den,  Med,  Tranf, 
vol,  2.  p.  173, 

HISTORY  of  the  DISEASE. 

IT  Find  little  of  this  difeafe,  amongft  the  fyftematic 
writers,  and  it  has  been  faid,  that  it  was  not 
known  unto  the  Greeks,  and  that  it  was  fir  ft  defer  i» 
bed  by  the  Arabians  ;  how  far  the  e*  of  Hippo¬ 

crates,  may  comprehend  the  N  E  T  T  LE-RAS  H, 
is  difficult  to  fay.  From  the  difeription  I  find  of  it  in 

Hippocrates  i 


* 
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Hippocrates ,  according  to  Celfus ,  who  is  fuppofed  to 
underhand  him  very  well,  he  fays  cc  puflula- 
“  rum  plura  genera  funt :  nam  moda  circa  totum 
corpus,  partemve  afpredo  quasdam  fit  fimilis  his  puf- 
u  tulis,  quse  ex  urtica,  vel  ex  fudore  nafcuntur. 
tc  Grseci  vocant :  easque  modo  rubent,  modo 

colorem  cutis  non  excedunt  ”  *  Does  it  not  hence 
appear  probable,  that  the  Effera  was  known  to  both  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Phyficians  ?  but  as  the  Chronology 
of  a  difeafe,  to  many  readers  may  be  thought  to  have 
more  of  curiohty,  than  utility  in  it ;  I  (hall  at  prelent 
fay  no  more  on  this  head* 

It  takes  its  name  of  NETTLE-RASH,  front 
its  refembl.ing  the  flinging  of  Nettles,  upon  the  fkin* 
Small  tumours  on  the  fkin  often  appear  inflantane- 
oufly,  efpecially  when  the  fkin  is  rub’d  or  fcratclTd, 
and  feldom  flay  many  hours  on  the  fame  place,  and 
fometimes  not  many  minutes,  generally  from  place  to 
place,  for  one  or  two  hours  at  a  time,  two  or  three 
times  every  day :  for  the  greatefl  part  of  twenty  four 

*  Vide  Celfi  Medicin.  Jib.  v.  cap.  15* 


hours 


hours,  no  part  of  the  {kin  is  exempt  from  them.  With 

*'s  ' 

thefe  cutaneous  fwellings,  there  are  fometimes  long 
wheals  as  if  the  parts  had  been  {truck  with  a  whip, 
and  where  many  eruptions  are  together,  and  continue 
an  hour  or  two,  there  the  parts  are  confiderably  fweh 
led,  particularly  in  the  arms,  hands,  and  face  :  and  are 
often  fcab’d  after  fcratching,  but  contain  no  water,  nor 
are  they  contagious. 

The  ingenious  Dr.  Heberden  does  not  mention  fever; 
nor  did  I  ever  meet  with  it,  or  any  perfon  confined 
to  bed,  from  this  difeafe  alone :  yet  all  the  nofologifW 
that  I  have  feen,  clafs  the  NETTLE-RASH  amongfi 
the  febrile  difeafes,  as  alfo  the  faithful  Sydenham * 

The  EfTera  of  Sauvages ,  is  fometimes  without 
fever  §  The  celebrated  Cullen  *  fays  cc  he  has  never 
leen  it  but  when  he  could  confider  it  as  a  fyinpto- 
matic  affedtion ;  he  thinks  Dr*  Sydenham' s  account 
amounts  to  the  fame,  and  fo  far  as  he  can  preceive 
u  or  meet  with  it  in  other  writers,  it  may  be  view’d 

“  as  a  fymptomatic  affedtion  ;  but  however  he  cannot 
§  Gregory’s  Cl«n.  Led:.  M.  S. 

*  Led.  on  prad,  M.  S.  S. 


tt 
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I,  *  ,  •  r  •; 

be  pofitive  in  this,  it  may  be  far  aught  he  knows  i 
fpecific  contagion,  or  fpecific  matter,  he  has  never 
feen  it  contagious,  nor  in  any  degree  epidemic  ex+ 
u  cepf  at  fuch  feafons  when  Scarlatina,  Eryfipela% 
<G  Miliary,  and  fever al  other  forms  of  cutaneous  ft* 
“  ruptions  happen  to  be  frequent*  as  has  been  the 
cafe  in  this  very  prefent  fcafon  (1771  (2)  we  have 

<c  had  Eryfipelas,  frequent  miliary  eruption*  and  fe« 

•  .  cue.' '  '  < 

ic  veral  others*”  The  continuance  in  fome  is  only  a 


few  days,  in  others  months,  I  have  known  fome  com*- 

-  ‘  ■  •  f  :  f  *  -  .  -r  y  1  •  * 

. . .  *  *»  I  J  r.J.  J.  XU  f  '■  "■  ■  ,  l  j  -  ■'  . 

plain  for  a  year  wTith  very  fhort  intervals*  and  Dr.  He* 
berden  fays,  fome  for  feven  or  ten  years*  All  fexes, 
and  ages  are  liable  to  it,  the  temperate,  as*  well  as  im 
temperate,  the  valetudinarian,  and  healthy*  the  fea* 
Tons  of  the  year,  heat,  or  cold,  produce  no  change  ; 
fome  are  faid  to  alternate  with  ftomachic  complaints, 
and  head-ach,  but  the  greateft  number  have  no  corn-* 
plaints  of  that  kind.  The  ingenious  Dr*  Clcgborn  fays, 
it  is  an  Epidemic  difeafe  in  Minorca . 

DIAGNOSIS. 

,  .  •  .  ■  v  ,  '  -  rn 

From  the  Itch,  it  differs  in  not  containing  water 
or  any  fluid,  and  in  not  being  contagious* 


B 


Red- 


[j  Ip 

Red-Rash,  this  it  refeinbles,  but  generally  not  fb 

*  1 

regular  in  the  fize  of  the  eruptions,  itches  more,  and 
■wants  the  miliary  fever,  at  lead  where  I  have  feen  it> 
We  may  fuppofe  the  eruption  to  be  venerial,  if  they 
are  joined  with  the  antecedent  and  concomitant  fymp- 
toms  of  the  Pox.  f 


>•*.-»  -  * 


THEORY  of  the  DISEASE. 

'  ‘  *  ■  *  ii  .  • 

Firfl,  a  few  obfervations  concerning  cutaneous  cafes 
in  general; 

'  '  '  ^  :  '  I  =  Y  t  <:lf;  "'"ft  ."f  T-  ,  i- . 

Whatever  produces  an  acrimony  of  the  Fluids,  has 

.  '  '  '  t  /  ;  ‘  *  -  •  -  -  -t  .  -  . 

been  fufpe&ed  as  the  caufe :  the  judicious  Hoffman  fays, 
they  rife  from  an  impure,  and  acrid  ferum  ftagnating 
between  the  exhalent  veffels,  and  the  nervous  and  ten- 
dinous  fm all  fibres  of  the  fkin  ;  which  are  by  thefd 

means  corroded ;  hence  ulcerations,  or  obflrucfions, 
hence  tumour  :  yet  the  origin  of  acrimony  is  often  a 
little  uncertain,  notwithftanding  the  opinion,  which  ob- 

a  •*'  t:  "  :  ~  y  /  . 

tains  with  fome  Phyficians,  that  this  acrimony  prima¬ 
ry  had  its  origin  in  the  blood,  and  derived  from  thence 

\ 

to  the  fkin.  It  tnay  be  but  ari  Hypotliefis ;  for  al- 
f  Vide  Aftruc  of  the  venerial  difeafe; 
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though  an  acrimony  may  exifl  in  a  particular  part,  yet* 
it  does  not  follow  from  thence,  that  it  pre-exifted  in  the 
blood,  for  this  may  be  owing  to  the  difeafed  Hate  of 
the  fecretory  organs  in  the  fkin,  which  ferve  for  per- 
fpiration,  and  fweat :  becaufe  fweat  is  not  fweat,  ’till  it 
is  fecreted  on  the  fkin ;  nor  is  there  any  urine  in  the 
fvftem,  -till  it  is  fecreted  in  the  organs  of  urine.  That 
evacuation  which  is  called  infenfible  perfpiration,  is  a 
Halitus,  when  it  makes  its  exit,  in  the  fhape  of 
fweat,  it  is  fluid  but  it  appears  always  to  be  depofited 

under  the  Cutis,  and  perhaps  is  tranfmitted  through 

■» 

inorganic  fecretories. 

Again,  an  acrimony  may  be  on  the  fkin  which  we. 
cannot  fufpedt  to  have  been  in  the  blood,  as  in  flight 
cuts,  burns,  couhage,  or  cow-itch,  cut  hair ;  alfo  va¬ 
rious  fubflances  taken  internally,  which  in  people  of 
the  befl  health  produces  Exanthemata ;  and  upon  be-* 
ing  difcharged  from  the  ftornach  by  vomiting,  their 
effects  fuddenly  vanifh  ;  alfo  the  efFedts  of  various  fifti¬ 
es,  as  fhrimps,  mufcles,  J  likewife  honey,  kernels  of 
fruits,  and  Ocul.  vel  Cheh  Cancor.  &c* 

J  Vide  Van  Swieten’s  account  of  their  Effefts. 

B  %  Item® 


I 
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fience  we  may  obferve,  this  difeafe,  and  cutaneous 
difeafes  in  general,  are  not  always  to  be  deduced  from 
a  Matter  prefent  in  the  blood.  But  from  perfpiration 

•  ‘  V  ' 

Jheing  obftructed,  or  the  diftribution  of  the  blood  itfelf, 
as  it  is  determined  with  a  greater  or  lefs  Impetus  to 
the  fei%fecun  various  c^ufes ;  as  amongft  others,  the 
Pat  item  at  a  An i mi  may  be  referred ;  which  pro¬ 
duce  effufions,  o.f  ftagnatlons,  from  which  cutaneous 
affections  may  altogether  arife ;  or  acrimony,  and  its 
fubfequent  confequences  may  follow.  The  effects 
which  may  happen,  from  this  change  of  diftribution  in 
the  fluids,  we  may  underhand  from  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
Catamenia.  Can  it  be  proved  that  a  particular 
morbid  fluid  is  difeharged  ?•  Yet  their  retention  occafx- 
pns  innumerable  evils  in  various  parts  of  the  body* 
which  evidently  for  the  moft  part  are  to  be  deduced 
from  a  changed  diftribution  of  the  fluids.  Indeed'  fome 
difeafes  of  dip  jfkin  may  depend  on  this  change  of  diftri¬ 
bution  of  the  fluids,  and  their  increafed  Impetus  in 
the  veffels  of  the  fldn :  as  in  fanguine  temperaments, 
the  difpofition  to  HofMo  itrh  ag  e  s,  to  the  Gutta-s 
Ro§ea;  an4  aifc  we  often  qbferve  fome  of  both 

ipxes 
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fexes  about  the  Acme  of  life,  or  about  that  age  in  which 
they  labour  under  the  greated  degree  of  Plethora  ; 
they  are  liable  to  cutaneous  eruptions,  which  yet  after 
a  few  years  depart  of  their  own  accord. 

From  what  has  been  above  faid,  it  is  diffidently  ma- 
nifed,  that  difeafes  of  the  fkin  are  not  always  produced 
from  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  being  vitiated.  Hence 
I  would  conclude  that  it  is  obvious,  that  although  cur 
taneous  cafes  continue  for  many  years,  yet  no  other 
function  of  the  fydem  befides  that  of  the  fkin  is  difor- 
dered  ;  nor  any  evidence  of  taint  in  the  blood;  for  how¬ 
ever  we  infpedt  the  blood,  the  condition  of  it,  we  can¬ 
not  perceive  the  lead  morbid  deviation,  or  to  have  at  all 
departed  from  its  found  and  natural  date. 

Ladly  we  cannot  doubt,  that  all  difeafes  of  the  fkin, 
do  not  proceed  from  the  common  crabs  of  the  blood 
being  vitiated  ;  or  a  general  affedion  of  the  Sydem : 
whofoever  animadverts,  that  thefe  cutaneous  cafes  arc 
often  not  cured  by  internal  medicines,  but  by  a  change 
of  the  part  affe&ed  itfelf :  by  external  applications,  as 
in  the  I  t  c  n,  Tinea  Capites,  fome  ulcers  of  the 
fkin,  &c. 

>4 
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There  are  difeafes  of  the  Ikin,  which  fometimes  re- 
main  for  life,  as  Leprosy,  and  Elephantiasis, 
may  be  owing  to  the  fingular  nature  of  the  organs  of 
the  fkin ;  hende  topics  applied,  fo  as  to  occafion  a 
flight  inflammation  on  the  fkin,  which  may  change  the 
morbid  ftaie  of  thefe  organs,  and  this  application  re¬ 
peated  Spring  and  Autumn,  has  fpmetimes  cured  the 
Leprosy. 

That  the  Leprosy  is  often  a  difeafe  of  the  Syftem, 
I  have  no  doubt,  and  therefore  frequently  will  alfo 
require  the  aid  of  internal  remedies  to  cure  it. 

The  Tinea  Capitis,  where  the  fluids  are  afFe&- 
ed,  about  the  bulbous  roots  of  the  hair,  is  cured  by 
topical  applications  alone ;  the  cruel  treatment  of  tear¬ 
ing  up  tire  hair  by  the  roots,  with  a  plaifler  of  pitch, 
is  fufficiently  known  !  The  following  unguents,  whole 
operations  are  attended  with  no  pain  or  danger  to  the 
patient,  will  frequently  remove  it. 

Re  :  Picis  liquid,  unc.  j  if. 

Sulph.  viv.  pulv.  unc.  flf. 

Cerse  flavae  drach.  j.  mifce  fiat  Unguentum,  quo 
inungatur  Caput  bi$  die, 

‘  '  Vef 
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Vel. 

Re.  Ung.  bafil.  verid.  unc*  ij. 

Which  is  to  be  ufed  iji  the  fame  way,  and  after  it 
has  been  fufficiently  deterged,  with  either  of  the 
above,  it  will  be  proper  to  cicatrize  it,  with  Cerat. 
epulot.  No  one  that  is  converfant  with  practice,  can 
be  ignorant,  that  ulcers  in  the  {kin,  are  fometimes  alfo 
cured  by  topics  alone ;  as  by  preparations  of  copper, 
or  very  little  mercury. 

At  the  fame  time  however,  we  are  to  take  care  of 
too  general  conclufions  :  therefore,  although  cutaneous 
Maladies  are  often  improperly  attributed,  to  an  acri¬ 
mony  in  the  blood,  as  the  caufe  of  them ;  yet  wc 
readily  grant,  that  Acrimony  in  fame  Cafes,  does 
exiil  in  the  blood,  and  produces  difeafes  of  the  fkin, 
e.  g.  in  the  Scurfy,  Siphilis,  Scrophula,  and 
perhaps  the  NETTLE-RASH,  &c.  efpecially  where 
the  laft  continues  for  years. 

Mifs  D .  had  a  H  erpes  Miliaris,  (as  defcribed 
by  the  judicious  Hoffman on  her  hand,  which  was 
repelled,  by  the  external  application  of  Heileb.  alb. 
and  Crem.  fart,  this  retroceffion  was  followed  by  a 

Cholic 
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Cholic,  which  did  not  yield  to  gentle  aloetics,  or  neu¬ 
tral  falts  joined  with  opiates  :  file  then  took  an  Lledfcu- 
ary,  compofed  of  Ele6L  lenitiv.  fulph.  prscip.  Teftac. 
et  Pulv.  contray.  comp.  During  the  ufe  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  the  Herpes  returned  again,  the  Cholic  immedi¬ 
ately  left  her,  and  the  Tetter  was  at  iaft  cured  with  the 
following  prefcriptiom 

Re.  Ung.  citrin  de  ph.  edin.  unc.  ij.  cujus  parum 
applicetur  ad  partem  affe&am  bis  die,  et  repeta- 

<-  V  *•*,*'  V  .  u  ,  N  A  .  .  -  .  *">  ■  ’  A 

tur  vie.  j* 

Re.  Ele£t.  lenitiv.  unc.  j* 

Gum  guaiac* 

iEthiop.  mineral,  ana  unc.  fs. 

Syr.  Symp.  q.  f.  ut  Fiat  Ele&arium,  de  quo 
Capiat  inolem  nucis  mofehatpe,  mane,  et  vefperi 
quotidie. 

The  G  utta  Rosea,  is  not  always  merely  to¬ 
pical,  often  alternates  with  ftomachic  complaints :  in 
general  the  effects  of  fedentary  life,  and  hard  drinking ; 
however,  many  fober  people  have  this  dileafe. 
Where  it  is  entirely  topical,  the  following  Liniment 
will  often  anfwen 

Rev 


t  17  .1 

Re.  Cerat.  epulot  unc.  j. , 

Mercar.  prsecip.  alb.  fcrup.  ij. 

Lixiv.  tartar,  q.  f.  ut  Fiat  Linimentum,  ctijus 
pauxil.  applicetur  ad  partes  affedtas  bora  dccu- 
bitus,  et  femel  repetatur. 

But  if  the  fyftem  be  affected,  and  that  from  luxury 
and  indolence;  much  exercife  and  cool  regimen  are 
iieceflary,and  no  inflammatory  diathefis  prevails.  Bark 
is  recommended  with  exercife. 

The  ingenious  Dr.  Fothetgill  cured  with  Hemlock* 
Ambrofe  Parre  mentions  one  cured  by  a  targe  Miller 
applied  to  the  face ;  it  induced  a  violent  fever  and  fwel- 
ling  of  the  face.  Hoffman ,  after  proper  internal  reme« 
dies,  recommends  an  epithein  of  Saech.  Tatum,  and 
Vitriol,  alb. 

Although  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt,  that  various 
kinds  of  acrimony  may  be  in  the  blood,  and  pafs  off  by 
perfpiration,  or  particularly  determine  to  the  fldn,  and. 
there  produce  difeafes  :  yet  we  ought  to  obferve  that 
the  nature  of  this  acrimony  is  fcarce  ever  fo  well 
known,  as  that  we  can  deduce  the  indications  of  cure 
a  priori . 


e 
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A  woman,  after  being  for  nine  years  afflicted  with 
an  itchy  eruption  at  the  points  of  her  fingers,  had  it 
cured  by  means  of  a  plaifter  ;  this  was  followed  by  a 
Fluor  albus,  attended  with  many  troublefome  fymp- 
toms  ;  the  principal  of  which  were  oppreflion  at  her 
bread,  a  tendency  to  delirium,  vomiting,  and  frequent 
pains  in  her  belly.  The  ordinary  medicines  employed 
in  fuch  cafes  were  tried  in  vain,  and  attempts  were 
made  to  recall  the  eruptions  to  her  fingers ;  but  to  no 
purpofe.  But  by  the  ufe  of  Stramonium  pills,  her 
fymptoms  were  greatly  abated,  her  appetite  reftored, 

and  her  general  habit  and  ftrength  much  recruited.  * 
We  almofl  daily  meet  with  cafes  of  this  kind,  both 
in  practice  and  in  the  writers  of  obfervations ;  there¬ 
fore  it  will  be  fuperfluous  to  produce  here  many  more 
hiftories  in  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  till  we  come 
to  the  cure  of  difeafes  of  the  fkin  in  general. 

I  fhall  juft  mention  the  celebrated  Morgagni ,  fpeak- 

ing  of  cutaneous  cafes  ||  he  condemns  the  cure  by 

« 

#  Vid.  Memoire  fur  PUfage  du  Stramonium,  par  J.  L.  Odkelius, 
Vid.  Mt moires  de  P  /Icademie  Royale  des  Sciences  de  Stockholm, 
traduit  par  M,  De  Keralio . 

jj  De  fede  morborum  Epift.  5^. 

topics 
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topics  alone,  unlefs  in  a  body  other  wife  healthy,  the 
infection  recent,  and  received  by  contact :  he  gives  in- 
flances  of  the  bad  effects  of  ufmg  topics  alone. 

The  ingenious  Prof.  Whytt  attributes  various  ner¬ 
vous  diforders  to  a  morbid  matter,  in  cutaneous  ca¬ 
fes,  which  inftead  of  being  thrown  off  by  the  fkin,  is 
re-affumed  into  the  blood,  and  depofited  on  fome  of 
the  internal  parts.  J 

Having  now  difcuffed  the  opinions  of  Patliologifts 
concerning  the  morbid  deviations  of  the  fluids,  as  the 
caufe  of  cutaneous  difeafes,  and  having  almoft  confuted 
the  mofl  received  dodtrine  of  the  general  morbid 
change  of  the  fluids :  f 

It  now  remains,  that  we  enquire  into  the  feat 
and  caufes  of  fome  of  the  various  Maladies  of  the 
fkin,  and  in  particular  into  that  of  the  NETTLE- 
RASH.  Thefe  may  be  natural  or  preter-natural  \ 
proceed  from  a  difeafed  Rate  of  the  fluids,  or  a  morbid 

J  Vid.  Dr.  Whytt’s  obfervations  on  Nerv.  Dif, 

f  Thofe  that  would  fee  more  on  this  fubjeX*  may  confult  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Lettfome’s  reflexions  on  fevers ;  feX.  8.  p.  18* 
of  the  difeafe  of  the  fluids  in  general, 

c  % 
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ftate  of  the  cutaneous  Secretions,  or  merely  a  topical 
affedlom 

i ft.,  We  (hall  diftinguifli  the  feat  into  the  ufual 
organs  of  perfpiration. 

ad.  The  excretory  duds  of  the  fcabaceous  glands. 

3d.  The  excretory  velfels  in  the  roots  of  the  hair. 

Although  all  thefe  fpecies  can  arife  in  general  diftind 
in  themfelves,  yet  thofe  may  evidently  concur,  fome- 
times  to  produce  one  and  the  fame  effed,  and  we  may 
often  find  them  combined. 

As  it  is  mod  likely,  that  perfpiration,  as  well  as 
Sweat,  fometimes  contains  a  certain  acrimony  in.  them 
that  cxifted  before  in  the  blood,  of  what  nature  we  are 
as  yet  ignorant.  We  knowr  from  the  urine  a  faline 
acrimony  of  the  anixnoniacal  kind  is  produced  by  na¬ 
ture  alone,  in  every  fyftem  the  molt  found  and  healthy. 

Therefore  a  warm  climate  obviates  fcurvy,  though 
the  fame  putrid  aliment  there  takes  place.  This  faline 
matter  affimulates,  or  mixes  itfelf  with  the  mod  fluid 
fecretions  of  the  body,  as  a  fit  menftruum  for  it,  and 
hence  a  great  quantity  of  it  is  difcharged  by  the  organs 
of  urine,  perfpiration,  or  fweat  5  from  which  caufe  the 

Lues 
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Lues  Veneria  is  more  eafily  cured  in fummer  than 
winter. 

Again,  fweat  and  perfpiration  are  both  excrementi- 
tious  fluids ;  it  appears  mod  likely,  that  along  with  them 
is  depofited  on  the  furface  of  the  body  an  acrid  matter : 
we  would  fuppofe  a  fpecific  ferment,  the  nature  of 
which  we  are  as  yet  ignorant  of,  and  that  it  is  capable 
of  affimulation. 

The  exhalation  of  perfpiration,  or  the  effufion  of 
fweat,  may  often  leave  a  morbid  matter  on  the  ex¬ 
treme  veflels  of  the  fkin,  or  on  its  furface  under  the 
cuticle,  or  the  fame  may  coalefce  on  the  furface  of  the 
body,  will  fufficiently  appear  from  what  has  been  faid 
before. 

When  fweat  is  detained  under  the  cuticle,  the  e- 
ruption  will  be  nearly  local ;  from  the  alter’d  ftate  of 
the  fecretory  organs  in  the  fkin.  This  morbid  ftate  may 
be  owing  to  obftru&ions  of  exhalent  arteries,  ftri&ure 
of  thefe  parts,  independent  of  vifcidity  in  the  fluids,  and 
may  there  fhew  the  various  effects  of  its  acrimony.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  hotter  climates 
are  accuftom’d  to  fweat  much  $  from  thence  are  more 

liable 
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liable  to  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  than  thofe  of  a  more  cold 
region. 

De  Haen  attributes  the  miliary  eruption  to  heat,  or  a 
hot  regimen  :  we  often  find  a  red  miliary  eruption  which 
comes  on  after  fevers ;  it  feenis  a  difpofition  eflential  to 
the  going  off  of  the  fever,  and  generally  leaves  the  pa¬ 
tient  without  the  aid  of  medicines.  Blisters  have 
been  obferved  to  rife  in  the  febrile  rheumatifm,  in  the 
part  covered  with  flannel.  Yet  according  to  the  cel. 
Heberden  heat  does  not  apppear  to  be  the  caufe  of  the 
NETTLE-RASH. 

Sometimes  an  altered  determination  of  the  fluids  to 
the  veffels  of  the  organs  of  perfpiration,  or  fweat, 
their  adiion  may  be  fo  increafed,  as  to  occafion  a 
change  in-  the  cuticular  executions  :  Therefore  we 

may  with  a  kind  of  probability,  conclude  that  it  is 
endued  with  fuch  a  vifeidity,  that  it  cannot  pals  through 
the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and  will  be  accumulated  under 

it. 

Hence  Ve si cul^,  Erysipelas,  &c.  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  various  fharp  matter  applied  to  the 
furface  of  the  body.  Whether  ever  tumours  in  the 

Efferar 
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Effera  arc  to  be  afcribed  to  the  cuticle  itfelf  difficultly 
emitting  perfpiration,  may  not  this  fometimes  hap¬ 
pen,  and  by  irritating  them  excite  thefe  fwellings  and 
produce  the  itching  ? 

id.  In  the  roots  of  the  hairs  we  have  another  feat 
of  exudation  or  effufion,  on  the  fkin.  Every  one 
knows  that  from  thefe  a  difeharge  arifes  which  partly 
follows  the  courfe  of  the  hair,  and  partly  is  diffufed  on 
the  cuticle. 

Nor  is  it  incredible  that  this  as  well  as  other  fecre- 
tions  to  be  liable  to  difeafes  e.  g.  the  Tinea 
Capitis,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  body  where 
the  hairs  are  only  fmall  and  their  roots  are  lefs  fit  for 
difeharging  a  thick  humour,  a  thin  and  little  fhining 
fcale  is  formed  about  the  parts  to  which  the  roots  are 
inferted.  This  is  called  Lepra  Ichthyfojis.  Sauvag . 
Alfo  the  different  colour’d  fpots  almoft  always  about 
the  hairs,  which  the  ingenious  Hulme  obferves  in  the 
Scurvy.  But  this  hypothecs  does  not  appear  to  me 
to  be  applicable  to  the  Effera. 

3d.  Another  fountain  of  cutaneous  difeafes  is  fup- 


pofed 
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pofed  to  be  in  the  fur face  of  the  fkin,  in  the  febaceous 
glands  from  whence  no  hairs  arife. 

Altho’  fome  doubts  amongft  Anatomifts,  have  arofe 
concerning  the  exiftence  of  thofe  glands,  we  cannot 
difpute  that  a  deprav’d  matter  is  depofited  on  the  fkin. 

We  fometimes  obferve  the  like  difcharge  in  the 
Cron  a  Gland  is,  or  Tarsi  of  the  eyelids  to  urn 
dergo  great  changes.  It  is  often  very  difficult  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  certain  maladies  of  the  fkin  take  their 
origin  from  the  roots  of  the  hairs,  or  the  febaceous 
glands. 

However  we  often  find  a  fharp  matter  to  exude 
from  the  one  or  the  other  feat  from  whence  the  part 
is  irritated,  inflam’d,  and  fometimes  excoriated. 

If  what  is  evacuated  be  thick,  it  may  coalefce  and 
fometimes  form  Fa  vi,  Achor,  or  Crust  a  Lac- 
tea.  This  lafh  fometimes  takes  its  origin  from  the 
child’s  diet,  as  I  have  obferved  at  times  the  changing 
of  the  nurfe,  or  child’s  diet,  to  frefh  broths,  will  fome¬ 
times  almofl  immediately  cure  it. 

We  may  conclude  a  certain  acrimony  to  exift 
in  the  fyftem,  from  the  Siphilis,  which  is  often  re¬ 
marked 
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marked  to  appear  on  the  far  face  of  the  body  in  ertip* 
tions  ;  often  in  the  margins  of  the  hairy  fcalp,  and 
called  Corona  Veneris. 

-t  •!  _  t  t  .  •  .•  ■  s.  •  v  •  f 

In  the  formation  of  the  Effera,  the  humour  will  b% 
infpiffated,  from  its  flagnation  ;  the  parts  that  contain 
it  will  be  enlarg’d,  hence  arife  final!  hard  cutaneous 
tumours,  &c. 

PROGNOSTIC. 

The  NETTLE-RASH  is  attended  with  no 

.  * 

danger,  but  is  very  troublefome  by  its  itching,  fo  as 
fometimes  to  make  them  decline,  and  almoft  weary  of 
life.  But  it  admits  of  an  eafy  cure. 

The  METHOD  0/  CUR  E. 

The  following  method  of  cure  has  been  fuccefsfully 
practifed  by  my  father,  in  this  difeafe,  for  above  30 
Years. 

It  does  not  confill  of  a  Farrago  of  Medicines,  and 

’  •  ”,  ■  1 

yet  he  rarely  found  it  to  fail ;  in  a  great  many  cafes 

both  fmgle  and  complicated,  he  does  not  doubt  but  in 
general  it  will  be  found  as  effe&ual  as  the  Cortex  in, 

.  ■  -  i  %  . 

Inter mittents,  or  Mercury  in  the  Lues  Veneria. 

D  The 
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The  Eflera  may  arife  from  caufes  mentioned  by  au- 

V 

thors,  that  he  does  not  at  prefent  remember  to  have 
met  with  ;  as  the  external  application  of  cantharides* 
cow-itch,  & c.  in  which  cafes  he  cannot  be  anfwerablc 
for  its  effects  i  but  the  experience  I  have  had  of  them 
has  confirmed  the  practice.  They  are  as  fol¬ 
low  ; 

Re :  Elix.  VitrioL  acid.  unc.  j.  cujus  capiat  guttas 
xx.  ad  50  ter  die.,  ex  hauftu  aquas  fontanas* 

The  vitriolic  acid  has  lately,  in  Germany ,  \  been  re¬ 
commended  as  a  cure  for  the  Itch.  The  two  patients 
that  I  gave  it  to,  found  no  effedt  from  it ;  fo  further 
experience  muft  determine  its  utility.  Perhaps  for* 
want  of  difiinguifhing  the  Ess  era  from  the  common 
Itch  the  vitriolic  acid  may  have  got  its  reputation  in 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  One  might  fiippofe  from  the 
effects  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  in  the  NETTLE-RASH, 
that  there  was  an  alkalefcent  ft  ate  either  in  the  mafs  of 
blood,  or  in  the  cutaneous  fecretories  :  as  an  alkalef¬ 
cent  ftate  of  the  fluids  is  fufpedted  in  the  Scu  RV\q  and 

V  - 

X  Vid.  the  very  ufeful  Medical  Oojnfnentanes  by  a  Society 
in  Edinburgh ,  vol.  1.  p.  203, 

in 
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in  putrid  and  malignant  Fevers.  But  the  vitriolic 
add  may  ad  in  another  way,  by  taking  off  the  laxity 
of  the  cutaneous  organs,  and  by  that  means  increafmg 
their  fecretions,  and  from  thence  alfo  diaphoretic. 
Their  effeds  on  the  mafs  of  blood  are  very  doubtful ; 
Dr.  Me  Bride  is  of  opinion,  that  acids  unchanged  will 
not  be  taken  up  by  the  abforbent  veffels,  and  if  we  flip- 
pofe  them  taken  up,  they  would  be  highly  dangerous. 
Dr.  Crell  produces  experiments,do  prove  that  although 
acids  may  be  fo  far  alter’d  in  the  Prim^e  Vim>  as  not 
to  effervefee  with  alkalines,  may  neverthelefs  check 
putrefadion. 

The  vitriolic  acid  will  irritate  the  bronchia,  and  ii> 
creafe  fometimes  a C o  y  g h , and  fupprefs  or  abate  Hae¬ 
morrhages  ;  hence  we  are  to  be  cautious  of  their 
exhibition,  when  the  Es  s  e  r  a  is  complicated  with  H.e- 
m  o  p  t  o  e  ;  alfo  in  fome  Coughs  where  the  matter  is 
thin,  and  during  the  flow  of  the  Catameniaj  unlefs 
they  flrould  be  too  profufe. 

When  the  cafe  is  not  complicated  no  other  regimen 
is  neceffary  but  fuch  as  the  patient  found  agreed  with 
him  in  a  good  ffate  of  health. 

/  13  2  Hi 
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l  (hall  relate  the  hillories  of  fome  complicated  cafes : 
but  to  infert  them  all  would  be  tedious,  and  exceed 
the  bounds  of  this  treatife ;  from  what  has  been  faid 
before,  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  cafe  complicated 
with  the  NETTLE-RASH,  there  will  be  310  difficulty 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  medi¬ 
cine,  in  various  complicated  cafes. 

In  fome  cafes  where  I  was  afraid  lead  the  vitriolic  a- 
cid  fhould  not  agree  with  the  flomach,  Elix.  vitriol, 
dulc.  was  given,  which  did  not  anfwer  fo  well  as  the  a- 
cid.  I  tried  in  a  few  cafes  fpirit.  nitr.  dulc.  on  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  an  old  practitioner  in  medicine, 
which  had  fnnilar  effects  as  Elix.  vitriol,  dulc. 

The  above  diagnoftics  of  the  NETTLE-RASH 
ivili  eafilv  diftinguilh  it  from  fome  very  common  erup¬ 
tions,  mentioned  by  Van  Swieten .  * 

1  .  ■  •<'..!  ■  ■  . 

“  Fateor  me  in  fimilibus  cafibus  faepe  fpedtatorem 
egiffe  tantum,  dum  videram  plurimis  tentatis  non 
u  ceffiffe  hsec  mala,  licet  purgantibus,  fudoriferis  &c, 
ic  fubducere  conarer  ilia,  quae  his  eruptionibus  fomi- 
tern  dare  credideram.  Externis  autem  exficcantibus. 

tv,,  4 

*  Comment.  Vol.  2.  p.  403. 
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££  vel  repellentibus,  impedire  haec  naturae  molimina 
“  periculofum  eft,  ut  plurima  obfervata  teflantur,  nifi 
“  in  vicinis  vel  aliis  locis  fnnilia  repullulent.  P 

Thefe  eruptions  are  alfo  mentioned  by  various  au¬ 
thors  under  different  names.  In  thofe  eruptions,  Elix. 

'  ,  1 

vitriol,  acid,  has  failed  more  frequently  than  it  fuc- 
ceeded  with  me. 

M.  N.  A  Lady  aged  20  years,  who  had  laboured 
under  the  Effera  for  feveral  months,  took  firfl  pills 
compofed  of  Solut.  mercur.  fublim.  corros.  Pulv.  rhei 
&  jalap,  the  Ung.  Citrin.  de  ph.  Edin.  was  applied 
externally  ;  thefe  only  palliated.  The  next  fpring  fhe 
took  the  Pilul.  asthiop.  de  ph.  Edin.  with  an  addition 

I ,  ,\ 

of  a  fourth  part  of  the  pil.  ruf.  and  had  Unguent, 
citrin.  repeated ;  which  fhe  thought  encreafed  the 
number  of  eruptions  :  fhe  then  took  pills  of  folut.  mer-* 
cur.  corros.  fubl.  gum.  guaiac.  arabic.  &  Tart.  emet. 
fuperbibendo  aq.  mar  in.  lib.  ff.  cum  aq.  font.  unc.  IV 
perinixt.  and  the  following  liniment. 

Re.  Ung.  prscip.  alb.  unc.  j. 

Vitriol,  alb.  fcrup,  ij. 

Lixiv.  tartar,  q.  i.  utfiat  linimentum  cujus  parum 

bis 
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bis  die,  ad  partes  affedtas  utend,  Which  palia-* 
ted* 

In  June  following  fhe  was  no  better  ;  fea  water  was 
changed  for  Deoodt.  ulmi,  and  the  continued  the  pills 
and  liniment  ;  this  courfe  alfo  palliated.  She  then  took 
drops  e  fpirit.  vitriol,  dulc.  without  any  apparent  effedl:, 
and  was  at  laft  cured  in  Augufl  following  with 

Re.  Elix.  vitriol,  acid.  unc.  j. 

Capiat  guttas  xxx  ter  die,  ex  hauflu  aquas  fon:- 
tanse. 

Some  have  with  thefe  eruptions,  or  after  them,  little 
blifters  refembling  the  Mili  aris  Alba,  which  are 

v  \  ,  / 

cured  in  the  fame  way. 

A  nailer,  aged  50  years,  rather  hypochondriacal, 
from  fufpicion  of  a  venerial  affedtion,  contradted  2  p 
years  ago  ;  he  had  then  erratic  pains,  not  nocturnal; 


a  humid  afthma  of  a  long  continuance,  and  the  NET¬ 
TLE  JIASH  of  a  few  days  handing.  Three  dofes  of 
Pulv.  Dover,  and  drops  of  fpirit.  Terebinth, 

aether,  in  honey,  had  no  effedt.  He  then  took 
Re.  Lac.  ammon.  unc.  iij 
Syr.  fcillit.  unc.  ij. 

Aq. 


/ 
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Aq.  cinnam.  fpirit.  unc.  j.  Mifcc  fiat  Julep,  cujiis 
capiat  cochlearia  duo  larga,  cum  cochleare  mini- 
mo  Elix.  vitriol,  dulc. 

Re.  Pil.  sethiop.  de  ph.  Edin.  drach.  ip 
Ruf.  drach.  j.  . 

Camphor,  drach.  fs. 

Mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  fiant  pilulas  N® 
xij.  e  fingulis  drachmis  quarum  capiat  iij. 
mane  et  vefperi. 

The  eruptions  were  cured;  and  with  a  fiannel-fhirt, 
and  drinking  two  pints  of  malt  tea  in  the  day,  join’d 
with  exercife,  he  got  well  of  the  reft  of  his  Complaints. 

A  woman  aged  44  years,  who  had  been  long  fubject 
to  an  habitual  head-ach,  was  feized  with  the  NETTLE- 
RASH  ;  the  took  the  following  medicine,  which  pallh 
ated  the  head-ach,  and  cured  the  Rash. 

Re.  Elix.  vitriol,  dole.  unc.  j. 

Capiat  guttas  50  ter  die,  ex  quovis  vehiculo. 

Sydenham’s  method  of  treating  this  difeafe  is  by  V.  S. 
purging,  and  an  anodyne  after  it,  at  bed-time :  he 
thinks  it  hands  lefs  iti  need  of  externals  than  the  other 
fpecies  of  E  r  y  s  1  ?  1  l  a  s « 


and 
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'Thrner  treats  it  as 


Sydenham ,  but  he  omits  anodyne^ 


atld  fays  no  local  medicines  are  to  be  applyed  f 
Van  Sweden  mentions  this  fpecies  of  Sydenham , 
that  he  had  fonte  times  feen  it,  and  even  alfo  arifing  with¬ 
out  any  pxw-,  equally  in  fummer  as  winter.  44  Fere 

4*  Temper  fentiebant  moleftam  anxietatem  circa  prcecor- 


44  dia,  antequam  prdrumperent  haec  exanthemata ; 
44  illifque  fubito  evanidis,  quod  faepe  fit,  redibat  haec 
44  anxietas  ;  ceffans  iterum,  dum  prodirent  denuo.  ”  # 

'  .  '  .  8  ,  *  'f  ,  r 

To  expel  this  he  recommends  emetics  or  cathartics . 

Cullen  takes  it  to  be  fome  what  inflammatory,  and  that 
we  are  to  avoid  a  warm  regimen,  and  obferve  a  cool 
one  ;  and  if  any  fymptom  of  confiderable  fever 
arifes  bleeding  is  to  be  praclifed.  § 

Dr.  Hchcrden  thinks  cold  and  warm  bathing  inno¬ 
cent  and  ufelefs  :  mercurial  and  fiilpherous  ointments, 
rad.  helleb.  alb.  externally  applied  are  ineffectual :  Oil, 
vinegar,  and  fpirit.  vin.  fometimes  palliate. 


f  Turner’s  treatife  of  difeafes  of  the  (kin.  p»  6i. 
*  Van  Swieten.  aphor.  vol.  2.  p.  401. 


rdid 


§  Cullen’s  led.  on  prad.  M.  S.  S„ 
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I  did  intend  to  have  given  a  chronological  catalogue 
of  the  Phyficians  who  have  wrote  on  this  difeafe,  after 
the  manner  of  Aftruc  :  \  but  finding  neither  a  fufficient 
library  at  hand,  or  leifure  :  have  at  prefent  defeffd  it 

till  a  better  opportunity  offers. 

•  $  1 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  few  obfervations  on  fonle  of 

the  common  medicines  for  cutaneous  cafes  in  general. 

*  -  -  .  S 

If  we  were  certain  of  the  difeafe  being  always  topi¬ 
cal,  merely  feated  in  the  fkin,  it  would  not  only  be  fm 
perfiuous,  but  fometimes  prejudicial,  to  order  medi¬ 
cines  to  change  the  whole  fyftem  \  when  topical  ap« 
plications  would  only  be  neceffary* 

5  ,  '  / 

The  fufpicion  of  an  acrimony  in  the  blood,  and  that  - 
the  inteffines  were  the  common  cloaca  of  the  body,  by 
which  it  was  with  repeated  purging  cleared  from  impu¬ 
rities.  Where  a  phologidic  determination  to  the  fkin 
exiffs,  refrigerant  laxatives  may  be  ufeful ;  but  in  ge¬ 
neral,  it  is  more  natural  to  fugged  that  maladies  of  the 
fkin  will  be  more  eafily  removed,  by  the  cutaneous  fe- 
cretions,  than  by  the  intedines  :  by  promoting  a  cuti- 
cular  difcharge  by  diaphoretics. 

The  generality  of  writers  attributed  difeafes  of  the 
if  Treatife  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 

E  •  fkin 
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fkin  to  the  Scurvy  ;  hence  the  ufe  of  antiscorbutics : 
but  no  difeafe  was  mote  inaccurately  defined,  till  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Lind  defcribed  it ;  before,  it  was  every 
obftinate  chronic  difeafe. 

In  Boerhave’s  time,  all  eruptions  difficult  to  cure* 
Were  thought  to  be  the  Scurvy  :  pimples  on  the  face 
were  not  excepted.  Dyfepulotic  ulcers  in  the  legs,  were 
fcorbutic ;  pains  of  the  hypochondriac  region  were  a 
latent  Scurvy. 

They  meant  by  it  forne  undetermined  degeneracy  of 
the  fluids  ;  but  now  it  is  fo  well  defined,  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  miftaken  for  any  other  difeafe ;  and  it  is  in  that 
fpecies  of  difeafes  that  the  Sue.  fcorb.  will  be  found  ufe- 
ful :  not  in  eruptions  proceeding  from  another  origin* 
We  have  few  topical  medicines  ;  molt  of  them  a Qt 
more  on  the  fyftem  in  general*  than  on  particular  or¬ 
gans  ;  for  fulphur  itfelf,  externally  applied,  if  it  accord¬ 
ing  to  Chefelden  cures  the  Itch,  by  anointing  the  legs 
alone  ;  it  muff  affe£t  the  fyftem* 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  judicious  Lloffman ,  that  when 

chronical  and  dangerous  diftempers  terminate  in  cuta* 

* 

neous  eruptions,  Itch*  &c.  as  it  were  by  a  crifis,  no 

evacuations 
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evacuations  mud  be  made  :  the  cafe  is  the  fame  when 
nature  throws  out  eruptions  for  falutary  purpofes ;  for 
then  the  tendency  of  nature  mufl  be  affifled  by  diapho¬ 
retics  ;  and  notwithflanding  what  has  been  faid  of  the. 
viperce  in  the  cure  of  diforders  of  the  fkin,  by  feveral  ce¬ 
lebrated  writers,  they  are  juflly  condemned  by  him, 
and  he  is  very  cautious  in  the  ufe  of  topics  :  and  would 
have  the  humours  firfl  evacuated,  and  give  along  with 
them  diaphoretics;  otherwife  he  fays  the  Itch  and 

fuch  like?  difeafes,  when  fupprefs’d  by  externals,  would 

* 

produce  various  complaints. 

Dia  ph  ore  tics  are  very  ufeful  in  Maladies  of 
the  dkin,  whether  depending  on  a  topical  affe£lion  or 
from  acrimony  of  the  blood  ;  being  determined  to  the 
furface  of  the  body,  they  will  there  promote  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  fluids ;  open  and  remove  obflru&ions  of 
the  fkin :  let  us  therefore  enquire  into  the  choice^  of 
them., 

Wa  t  e  r  s ,  without  doubt,  by  their  great  fluidity  are 
adapted  to  enter  the  minuted  veffels  of  the  human  bo¬ 
dy,  and  therefore  are  fitted  to  promote  every  fecretion 
and  excretion  of  the  animal  oeconomy. 

E  % 
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Mineral  Waters  are  frequently  ufed  with  flic- 
eefs,  as  Scarborough  Waters  ^  &€.  and  although  they 
principally  pals  by  the  urinary  paffage,  yet  in  a  final! 
quantity  they  are  determined  to  the  {kin,  and  therefore 
tnay  have  a  diaphoretic  effect ;  and  by  that  means  the 
acrimony  of  the  blood,  whicft  for  the  moft  part  is  faline* 
and  moft  fitly  diflblved  by  water,  and  with  it  eliminated 
from  the  body. 

In  Mi  neral  Waters,  or  a  folution  of  fat.  poly* 
ch.  in  aqua  fontana,:  by  the  ftimulus  that  is  added  to 
fimple  water,  by  which  the  fecretory  veffels  are  ftimula- 
ted,  it  will  be  better  if  it  is  firft  determined  to  the  {kin 
by  the  wnrin  bath. 

Thus  in  the  Scropi-iula,  a  difeafeof  the  lympha¬ 
tics,  which  often  fhews  its  effects  on  the  ikin,  we  find 
the  great  utility  of  Mineral  Waters. 

Sea -Wat  er  was  lately  brought  into  much  efleem, 
by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Ruffe l  and  his  friends  ;  but  it 
requires  great  judgment  in  its  exhibition  :  for  I  have 
known  it  in  feme  cafes  break  the  conftitution,  from 
which  enftied  a  Dr  op  sy  j  or  by  being  repelled,  ulcers^ 
in  the  inteftines. 


A 
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A  robufl  young  man,  with  fome  few  eruptions  of 

the  Lepra  Gr^corum,  was  di  reded  to  bathe  in  the 

\ 

fea,  in  fummer;  the  eruptions  foon  difappear’d,  but 
was  feized  with  a  general  Dropsy,  of  which  he  died, 
notwithstanding  the  moft  effcdual  means  were  tried, 

y4"  , 

by  two  Phyficians,  that  are  commonly  ufed  in  that 
difeafe. 

A  gentleman,  rather  in  the  decline  of  life,  that  had 
been  long  affiided,  with  the  rnoift  Leprosy,, 
drank  firfl  Scarborough-watery  and  afterwards  Sea-wa¬ 
ter  ;  by  which  his  Leprosy  left  him;  but  in  its 
place  he  begun  to  pafs  pus  by  float,  which  emaciated 
him  very  fall ;  and  he  died  in  lefs  than  a  year  of  a  per* 
fed  marafmus  :  notwithflanding  the  advice  of  more 
Phyficians  than  one, 

Thefe  two  inflances  point  out  to  us  the  bad  effeds 
which  repulfion  produces,  and  fhew  the  fyflem  to  be 
affeded  * 

G  uaiacum  contains  a  refine,  which  is  diaphoretic  ; 

*  Thofe  that  would  fee  more  of  aq.  marin,  may  confute 
Dr.  Russel  on  Sea  water,  and  Dr.  Speeds  de  aqua  marina 
commentarius. 


and 
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and  being  diffufed  in  water,  as  it  is  by  deco&ion,  h 
may  beufeful  by  wafhing  off  the  acrimony,  and  expelling- 
the  fame  through  the  apertures  :  but  whether  it  is  as 
ufeful  as  it  was  fufpe&ed.  in  the  lafl  Century  appears 
only  uncertain,.  The  Decode  lignor.  is,  at  prefent 
generally  dire&ed  for  venereal  eruptions ;  an  addition  of 
Tart.  emet.  to  it  will  render  it  much  more  effectual 
in  this  cafe,  and  to  the  poqr  it  may  very  well  fupply  the 
place  of  Sarsaparilla. 

An ti^iony  and  Mercury  are  more  powerful 
diaphoretics  5  as  yet  we  have  rarely  obferved  good  ef¬ 
fects  from  Antimon.  prsep.  which  contains  fuch  a 
quantity  of  Brimstone,  that  the  metallic  part  i$ 
rendered  inert  p  but  the  Sulphur  being  removed, 
and  the  reguline  part  reduced  to  the  dorm  of  a  •  faline 
Compound,  or  Calx  by  Acids,  will  produce  the 
moft  efficacious  preparation  of  Antimony  :  and 
given  in  frnall  quantities  does  not  much  irritate  the 
alimentary  canal ;  but  will  pafs  on,  and  relax  the 
pores  of  the  fkin,  and  occafipn  an  increafed  perfpira- 
tion  or  fvveat.  Of  the  officinal  preparations  of  anti¬ 
mony  for  this  purpofe,  the  bell  is  Tartar  emetic, 

ok 
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or  ANTiMONiAi  wine  ;  but  to  what  fpecies  of 
difeafe  of  the  fkin  and  its  exadt  dofe,  fufficient  experi¬ 
ments  have  not  yet  I  am  afraid  been  ascertained. 

Mercury  is  a  more  efficacious  and  ufefui  diaphor¬ 
etic.  It  will  ftimulate  all  the  excretory  veffels  of  the 
fyftem,  and  therefore  will  evacuatd  greatly  the  hu¬ 
mours,  and  refolve  obftrudtions  of  the  fkin  ;  particu¬ 
larly  the  Solution  of  fublimate :  but  to  what  peculiar 
acrimony  it  is  accomodated  to  evacuate  or  corredl, 
befides  the  venereal,  we  are  altogether  ignorant. 

In  the  Scorbutic  Acrimony  it  has  done  harm, 
in  Scrophula  there  is  much  doubt  concerning  its 
utility;  in  Cancers,  and  fome  other  affedlions  it 
can  be  of  no  ufe  ;  Mercury  is  confequently  not  an 
univerfal  remedy :  and  to  what  other  fpecies  of  cuta¬ 
neous  cafes,  behdes  the  Venereal,  it  is  ufefui  we 
fhall  leave  others  to  enquire  and  diredt. 

-  The  experienced  Bromfeild  f  condemns  the  general 

j ) 

method. of  treating  eruptions  ;  as  “  pimples,  rafh,  tet- 
“  ters  or  blotches,  by  V.  S.  repeated  purges,  nitrous, 
4t  or  other  cooling  medicines ;  hence  on  the  eruptions 

f  On  inoculated  Small-pox,  p.  34* 

“  difappearing, 
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u  difappearing,  foon  after  follow  complaints  of  fto* 
*c  mach  and  bowels,  pains  about  the  joints,  lofs  of  ap- 
petite,  cough,  head-ach ;  being  extremely  liable  to  get 
u  cold :  any  former  eruption  untimely  fupprefs’d,  or 
“  not  encouraged  to  fpread  itfelf  on  the  fkin,  when  it 
firft  appeared,  fhould  (I  am  convinced  from  experi- 
cc  ence)  be  fupported  by  fweats  twice  in  the  week ;  ly- 
<c  ing  in  blankets  during  their  operation,  and  by  giv- 
“  ing  a  ftrong  decodtion  of  the  Bark  andSARSAPA- 
cc  rill  a  on  the  intermediate  days,  many  have  been 
6C  reftored  to  health.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  cure,  ge- 
€C  nerally  fome  eruptions  have  appeared  on  the 
€C  flvin,  and  the  patients  have  inftantly  been  relieved 
“  from  the  other  complaints  99 

Juft  before,  fpeaking  of  Venereal  Pains,  he 
mentions  fweating  to  be  effected  by  Dover’s  Pow¬ 
der;  he  alfo'  fays,  great  numbers  of  fcorbutic  fore 
legs  have  been  cured  by  a  courfe  of  this  kind,  which 
refilled  Mercury,  Bark,  and  An  timonial  s, 

To  conclude,  we  know  that  it  is  a  difeafe  of  the  fyf- 
tem  by  the  An xi etas  Febrilis  that  attends  its  e- 
ruption,  and  the  fymptoms  grow  eafier  on  its  appear¬ 


ance. 
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ance.  By  the  bad  effe&s  that  repulfion  produces,  grow¬ 
ing  cachectic,  or  if  on  their  appearance  the  Tick  are 
freed  from  fome  complaints,  which  on  the  retroceflion 
of  the  eruption  again  return  ;  we  can  have  no  doubt 
©f  their  being  difeafes  of  the  fyftem,  and  require  its  be- 

'  C  -  *»  t  4, 

ing  put  into  a  proper  ftate  of  health,  by  internals  as 
*  well  as  topics. 

A  Physician  maybe  too  timorous,  as  well  as  too 
bold  in  practice ;  and  the  Tick  fometimes  fuffer  the 
one  way,  as  well  as  the  other. 

v  Auream  quifquis  mediocritatem 

Diligit ,  tutus  "■ 


FINIS. 


ADDENDA. 


P.  20.  1.  22.  after  five  at ,  read  in  a  hot  feafon.  P.  1 1* 
1.  14.  after  burns ,  add  the  application  of  couhage  or 
cow-itch,  cut-hair  to  the  Jkin  P.  17.  1.  5.  after  decu* 
hitus ,  read  quotidie  et  feme l  repetatur  Linimentunu 


ERRATA.  P.  TO.  I.  4.  for  venerial ,  read  venereal, 
P.  17.  1.  2  for  Parrey  read  Parey.  P.  19,  line  laft  for  difeafe , 
read  difeafes,  P.  20.  1.  for  JcabaceouSy  rzz&febaceous,  P.  21.I.  1 
for  veneriay  read  venerea  ;  fame  word  P.  25.  line  laft  P.  22.  J. 
10 -  for  apppeary  read  appear,  P  22.  1.  15.  for  execretionsy  read 
excretions  P.  30,  1.  1 5 .  for  venerial,  read  venereal,  P„  32. 1.  go 
for  Swetien,  read  Swieten. 
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